BOULEVARD DES TRITONS
VIA

LA GROTTE DU GUIERS MORT

 By Thierry Marchand                                                                                 P163

LEVEL:  experienced cavers, rather serious difficulties

SHORT TRIP:  Sanguin system, puits Pierre, galerie du Solitaire, Boulevard des Tritons downstream;  duration approx. 4 hours, drop 190m, length 1900m there and back.

LONG TRIP:  Sanguin system, Boulevard des Tritons, galerie des Champignons, Champs Elysees, return via galerie du Solitaire;  approx. 7 hours and 3400m there and back.

The entrance of the grotte du Guiers Mort presents an awe-inspiring sight during the thaw.  50m takes you to a great chamber.  Climb the boulder choke on the left; at the top, a crawl is sign-posted by its strong draught: this is the famous Sanguin system, which gives incredibly quick access to the higher fossil levels.Route-finding poses scarcely any problems due to well-worn tracks, and very quickly you get to the foot of the puits Pierre ( all the same, you should note some land-marks).                                                                                         P164
At the top, a slope leads, for some tens of metres, to the galerie Perquelin – turn right- there are no obstacles but it is slippery underfoot (photo p136).  The lip of the puits Isabelle (photos p169 p218) offers a superb vantage point. The south wall of the pitch is formed of the mirror-like surface of a splendid dextral wrench fault.  To enjoy it, go back up to the south edge of the ledge of the boulder choke towards the west, not forgetting to secure yourself properly (scientific section p205, p208).  Next go to the end of the ledge and you will reach a cross-roads:

                                A – left, going up, is the galerie du Solitaire

                                B – right is the way to the boulevard des Tritons

DESCRIPTION OF THE TRIPS

A

Go up a narrow phreatic passage for about 100m, ignoring a passage on the left, up to an arched passage which comes out into the big galerie du Solitaire.

On the left, the bottom of a massive collapse has been used over the years as a stopping-point;  a 40m climb gives access to l’avenue du Seyssins, an ancient fossil route to an exit now blocked by the debris from the cirque (photos p189 p190 p224).  Two pitches up take you to a nice phreatic passage leading into a secondary network, of no interest other than from an aesthetic point of view (allow 1 hour for this detour).

The galerie du Solitaire poses not a single problem;  some blackened formations decorate the way.  They look amazing: for the most part they stand out from the direction of the passage.  It seems clear that the draught caused this modification (scientific section p239).  At the end, two passages to the left – galerie Veronique – are the usual exit to the gouffre Therese.  P164 

1 Here, you can return to the cross-roads at la Rotonde, or you can choose to make the reurn trip by the boulevard des Tritons downstream, as follows;
B

2 The way through the boulevard des Tritons is not very difficult, although it is very complicated; 50m after the puits Isabelle, a small active pitch bars the passage; go round it to the right – vire Rias (Rias ledge) – and carry on beyond.  50m further on there is a sharp right-angled bend left, then one right ( watch out for the secondary passages all the way);  the route from here is labyrinthine, but it’s mostly a matter of searching out the main passage.  After crossing the puits Moulin (a crumbling fault), the phreatic passage begins to be undercut and you reach the famous cross-roads of la Rotonde.  30m before, you can visit the puits Mystere through a squeeze, an awesome sight when in spate.

3 The cross-roads is a nerve centre of the system; you can imagine how the Lyonnaise explorers must have felt when confronted by this maze of unexplored passages turning all previous knowledge of the system on its head.  To the left is the galerie du Solitaire described above, to the right is the way to the puits Noir ( refer to the second stage of the trip and to the round trip via the Guiers Mort).  The connection we want is opposite.          P165
4 Progress becomes very difficult due to a deep gully and muddy ledges;  nevertheless, you quickly reach the balcony overlooking the puits Banane1.  Attach to the fixed rope and ascend 15m.
A little further on you have to go round an enormous pot-hole by a ledge rising to the left, then you come to the Cascade Rocheuse.

5 This big cleft, undercut and 40m deep, is divided into two parts (rope normally fixed for the Glaz – Guiers through trip).  At the bottom the passage is filled with blackish formations like cauliflowers, which give the passage its name, des Champignons2.
6 Faced with a ‘Y’, you detour to the right down a small shaft (low passage):  if you turn back left you come up against the puits Tony.  To the right, the passage stays fairly spacious – les Champs Elysees;  watch out for the entrances to smaller passages ( one of these, on the left, was the camp site3 of  the Furets Jaunes (yellow ferrets) of Seyssins at the start of the 80s).  As you make a sharp left turn, notice a chimney – this is the end of the Glaz – Guiers through trip by P36.  Your trip ends at the puit des Galets, an ancient outlet for the waters of the grotte Chevalier.  You are 180m above and about 1600m away from the entrance.

COMMENTS

7 Check in advance about the state of the rigging on the puits Pierre and Banane.  In winter, the strong draught helps make icicles re-freeze as far as 150m from the entrance to the Sanguin system, causing obstruction of the tight passages: usually, a mason’s hammer is enough to break an entrance.

8 You can make a detour from this route by taking the crawl to the left just before the rope and going down the big shaft which comes out in the puits du Cerf.  The descent is truly beautiful!  Return by the puits Noir.

9 Photos p170 p187

10 Photo p142
